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CHAPTHl I
INTRODUCTION
The Church and The Commimity
The evolution of the city with its consequent redistribution of
peoples both in terms of social role and status and physical location
has great significance for the institutions which organize life. They
are profoundly affected by the social and ecological processes of the
urban area. For example, in the case of the urban ohuroh, it has been
observed that:
The city church, like other forms of social organization,
bears the imprint of its environment. First, there is a tendency
towards specialization and depairbmentalization. The multiplicity
of divergent denominations in the city, and the increasing divi¬
sion of labor within the ohuroh itself, are indications of this
trend. Second, the church shows a tendency toward a oooperateness
that is characteristic of other forms of social organization.
Although there are still innumerable ritualistic and oredal differ¬
ences between religio\is groups, many of the sectarian barriers
which at one period of their natural histoiy almost completely iso¬
lated the churches from one another have been modified by the
socializing effect of urban life. Finally social stratification
in the city is reflected in the structure and functions of the
churches- the types of persons they attract, forms of worship,
social and religious values of the group, and relations with other
organizations in the community."^
It is a matter of common observation that church edifices
representing denominations known to be wealthy are frequently
fottnd in upper-class residential areas, just as it is known that g"store front" churches are located in disorganized neighborhoods.
In a study made in the 1920’s ten urban types of protestant churches
resulting from city evolution were distinguished; and it was concluded that
Noel P. Gist and L. A. Halbert, Urban Society, (New York, 1950), p.451.
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Thomas F. Hoult, "Economic Class Consciousness In American Protestant¬
ism," American Sociological Review XV (1950), p. 97.
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churches "tend largely to reflect the economic neighborhoods to which
1
they minister."
Although it is probably true that churches tend to reflect the
status of the neighborhoods in which they are located, it is also tme
that chvirches show different degrees of adaptation to the city as
measured by the type of neighborhood in which they are located and the
geographical areas and social strata from which they draw their members.
It is probably time that people tend to bo more spatially mobile than
the physical structures of many of their institutions such as churches
and schools.
Drake and Cayton in a study of churches in the Chicago Negro com¬
munity, after indicating a relationship between status and denominational
affiliations, noted an instance of a marooned high status church -
One Baptist church and one Methodist Episcopal church, as well
as two A* M. E. churches are considered high-status, but not upper
class though they have quite a few upper class members, including
several manufacturers and two former bankers. The pastors of the
upper class churches are all college-trained men devoid of the
crude emotional tricks common in many other churches. Upper class
church buildings tend to be small, but are very well oared for and
artistically decorated. Two of the churches are situated in higher-
status residential neighborhoods, but has not adapted its program
to the community, preferring to draw higher status members from a
distance.2
This project is undertaken to describe the residential distribution
and mobility of the membership of a high status church which is apparently
marooned in a low-status neighborhood; this church draws a significant
3
proportion of its members from more distant and higher status communities.
1
William P. Shriver, Interohurch World Survey, Amer. Vol. p. 31. Cited
by H. Paul Douglas, IDOO City Churches, p. 249.
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The church chosen is a well knovoi Atlanta church, located near the heart
of the oHy in one of the oldest Negro residential districts. The follow¬
ing section is devoted to a brief sumnary of the church's history and in¬
dications of its relationship to the Atlanta oommuni-ty.
History of First Congregational Church.—First Chtiroh located on the
Northeast oomer of Houstcm and Courtland streets in down-town Atlanta
was founded in 1867—just after the close of the Civil War—and rebuilt
in 1908. The side wall that faced Ellis Street in the 1867 structure was
retained in the 1908 structure. The church was started as a mission in
Storrs school May 26, 1867 by Nav. Frederick Ayers and wife of Wisconsin.
In it was housed the Ralph Miner Institute which featured a cooking pro¬
gram, a gymnasium, and a library. Out of the Ralph Minor Institute of
Storrs school grow Atlanta Tlniversi'ty.
An old member recalls:
Everything happened right in this neighborhood. Our churrfi
was an institutional ohiiroh. There was the Ralph Miner Institxxte
with a cooking school, gymasium, and library. The parsonage was
next door. There was a Working Girl's home at 165 Coiirtland that
started in 1913. It was the first of its kind in Atlanta - a
place for girls to live that came here to work. Storrs school
worshipped in a tent dtxring the erection of the new church.
People and members lived right here on Piedmont. Three presidents
of the United States have visited our church. We stood on the
steps of the church and sang, 'Let Us Cheer The Weary Traveler',
•whea. President Taft visited us. President Coolidge and Roosevelt
have both been to our church.
Among the original members of First (Xhuroh were Frederick Ayers, a
missionary from Wisconsin who started the first mission at First Church
in oonneotion with Storrs school; Elizabeth Ayers, the wife of Frederick
Ayers and also a missionary from Wisconsin; Edmund A. Ware, first presi¬
dent and founder of Atlanta Tkiiversity; Charles A. Morgan, a grooeryman
4
with a store on the comer of Auburn and Butler, whose grandchildren
still worship at First Churchj Mrs. Anna Morgan, wife of Charles A. Morgan
and a housekeeper; Jacob B. Miller, a charter member of the church and a
cabinet maker; Stephen Berry,,a charter member; Bobert Johnson, a charter
member; Mrs. Celia Graves, a housekeeper; and Abraham Farrar, a charter
1
member who 'had a bass voice and v/as a choir member."
The pastors of First Church during its eighi^frflve years have been
Cyrus V/. Fjrancis, Edward C. Rogers, Charles M. Southgate, Simon Ashley,
Charles W. Hawley, Evart E. Kent, Samuel H. Robinson, Henry H. Proctor,
Bussell Brown, William Faulkner, Clarence Wright and Homer C. McEwen.
Seven of the twelve ministers of First Church were white persons vdio were
closely associated with Atlanta ISiiversity. The ohviroh is now being pas-
tored by its fifth Negro minister.
Community setting.—First Church, when founded was a part of a
neighborhood that was considered "a better residential area" by con¬
temporaries. In two generations this neighborhood has changed in function,
population, and physical character. The church is now in a neighborhood
of service stations, warehouses, truck garages and factories. Dwellings
that at one time accomodated single families hAve been converted into
multiple dwellings housing several families of the lower income group.
Former dwellings are now being used to house such agencies as the
Gate City Day Nursery and the Working Girl’s Home. In many instances resi¬
dences have been completely replaced by service stations, factories and
tmick garages. This community exhibits most of the characteristics of
1
Information given by Mrs. J. B. Greenwood, historian of First Church,
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what Burgess calls the area in transition.
The zone surrounding the central business district has been
designated as the area of transition, because it is in the immedi¬
ate path of business and industrial expansion, and has an empheral
character. Ttolike the business district, which is non-residential
for the most part, the zone in transition tends to be heavily popu¬
lated by the lower income classes, by Old World immigrants, and by
rural migrants, by unconventional folk and by social outcasts,
such as criminals and prostitxrtes.^
In the neighborhood of the church today one finds, on the same side
of the street, C. C. Wilson, Wholesale Grocers, Chandler Machinery Company,
one residential dwelling, Cathoart Allied Storage Company, Southern Print¬
ing Company, a private parking lot for the customers of Southern Poster
Printing Company, the Mutual Supply Company, and a service station.
Across the street on Houston between Courtland and Piedmont one finds a
parking lot directly in front of the church. Going toward Piedmont
Street, one finds the Sign-Craffc Company, Johnson Battery Company, a park¬
ing lot for the vans of Cathoart Allied Storage Company, a dilapidated
house with a "for sale" sign on it, Chas. N. Walker Hoofing Company and
a hotel on the comer of Piedmont and Houston,
At the comer of Courtland and Houston (across the street) one finds
two service stations. On Courtland across the street from the church and
between Huston and Ellis Streets there are two more service stations and
Atlanta Glass Company. Behind the church on Courtland are two residential
dwellings, a parking lot, and a service station. On the comer of Ellis
and Courtland there is a liquor store.
If one should continue on Hoviston Street across Courtland for two
blocks one would be in the down-town section of Atlanta where we find
1
Noel P, Gist and L. A. Halbert, Urban Society, (New York, 1950), p. 98,
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Cypress Hotel, Hotel Hampton, Davis Hestaursnt, Fulton Bank, A Western
Union Office, and other donm-town businesses.
The commercial and transitorial character of the neighborhood in
which the church is located is emphasized by the fact that there are but
a few residential dwellings in the immediate vicinity.
First Church is located on the vrestem edge of Census tract F-28.
Census tract F-27 which adjoins tract F-28 inoo3*porates a good slice of
the main down-town business district and except for commercial hotels it
is a non-res identic 1 area. Census tract data for tracts F-27, F-28, and
F-29 give important statistical indices to the blighted character of the
church’s neighborhood. The following facts about tract F-28 based upon
1940 census figures seem pertinents
Of the total population of 9,767, ninety-nine per cent (9,712) were
Negroes. Fifty-six per cent of the Negro population was female.
Of the 2,246 persons employed, fifty-eight per cent domestic service
and other service workers; ten per cent laborers; and five per cent pro¬
fessional workers.
Median monthly rent was 110.60.
Of the 2,869 dwelling units reporting slightly less than one in
five (l8 per cent) were one family dwellings.
Of 2,286 units for which data v/ere available, two-thirds (66.0 per cent)
were in need of major repairs; nearly forty per cent had no running water;
1
and one-sixth (12.2) had no flush toilets.
1
U. S. Bureau of Census, Sixteenth Census of the Hnited States; 1940.
Population and Housing. (Washington; Government Printing Office, 1942),
pp. 46-48.
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There is much ohjeotive evidence for the fact that First Church is
now located in an area of physical blight and deterioration and signifi¬
cant disorganization as measured by land use, housing, health, and crime
data. In a recent statistical description of the Atlanta area Tracts
F-27, F-28, and F-29 have ranked among the highest in the incidence of
1
death, sickness, illegitimacy, crime and vice.
Impact on community.—First Church received national attention for
the role it played during and after the 1906 Atlanta race riot. A pant-
phlet printed in Boston in 1914 refers to First Church as ’’the church
that saved a city.”
Bruce Barton, the author wrote;
The mob did terrible things on those three days. Where
the railroad runs \mder the street, on the high bridge, they
caught a shuddering colored boy. No one in the crowd knew
him; he had nothing to do with the riot, but he was colored
and that was enotigh. Before he realized it they had closed
in solidly about him, breathing forth their threats and
aiming their blows at his face. A moment he glanced wildly
about for an avenue of escape, and finding none, leaped
over the iron railing and threw himself on the tracks below.
He died an hour later.
On one of the main streets two colored boys ran a boot¬
black parlor and wore busy at their vncrk when the mob rushed
by. Someone shouted; the crowd hesitated, saw the boys at
work and, too eager to wait for the door, crashed into the
little shop through the plate glass window. Terrified, the
two scampered into the farthest comer of the room and wait¬
ed there, trembling. And at that moment a soldier, whose
shoes they had been shining, leaped down from the chair and,
brandishing his cane, defied them all. "Back”, he shouted,
"any of you that touches those boys will have to fight me
first I 1*11 brain the first one that takes a step for¬
ward I"
They looked at him, eyes flashing with righteous anger,
his cane swing in a muscular grip, and then, one by one,
they slunk through the door into the street. So two lives
that might have been added to the wreckage vrere saved.
cf. The Social and Economic Pattern of Atlanta,Georgia.
(Atlanta, 1939J. pp. 63-69. ~~
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... Enough destruction was achieved to leave its
eternal mark upon the glory of the city and to plunge a
portion of the population, at least into complete despair.
There were 51,902 Negroes in Atlanta, over one-third of
all the people in the oity.^
.•* After two or three days the terror died on the
street, hut it raged still in the hearts of the people.
And particularly of that first class of the colored folk,
who had come oirt of the country to make their homes in
Atlanta and to acquire money to educate their children
and he credit to their kind. ”We shall have to move,”
they said to one another, repeating it over like
frightened children. "There will he no opportmity for us
in Atlanta from now on; the disease is checked, hut there
remains the wound, ugly, glaring, a hitter reminder for¬
ever that we are different, that we are set behind the
veil, that we may go thus far and no farther. Whatever
we have gathered together here that cannot go must he
sacrificed, for we must seek out a new city where there is
no scar,”
So the comment ran, and all over the city - that is,
the colored city of 51,902 with which the story deals -
men hegsin trenibling to gather their goods about them pre¬
paratory to flight. For a few horirs a whole city of
51,902 souls hung in the balance. One day it was there,
prosperous, contented, aspiring; end the next day it
shuddered on the brink of oblivion.
Evaluating the role the church played in the Atlanta riot. Barton
continues:
But betvreen those two days there moved in and through
Atlanta the great towering figwe of Henry H. Proctor of
the First Congregational Church, colored, in Atlanta,
graduate of Yale, successor to tr/o white preachers and a
figure in the city as unmistakable and as tnavoldahle as
Piedmont Hotel or Union Depot, To one stricken business man
after another he went with this message; ”Now is no time to
think of leaving Atlanta, This riot gives vis our opportunity.
It is over. The city is forever sobered by it. Out of it
will come a better understanding betvreen races and a glorious
progress for us. This is our appointed time if we can show
omrselves worthy of it,” ”Viihat do you mean - wortl^ of it?”
they questioned. And he answered them;
ruoe Barton, The Chvtrch That Saved A City, (Boston, 1914), p. 1.
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'Now*s our chance to show them the stuff we're made of -
that we're real men, not grown-up children as they want
to believe us. Let's show them the men we are. Let's
begin by erecting a church as has never been erected by
colored men before, an institutional church embodyijsg
all that is modem and approved in church vrork. Let that
be our answer to the riot; and let's begin now.”
So there rose out of the havoc of the riot this monu¬
ment to the courage and manhood of a people, a voice
still but by no means small, following the earthquake and
the fire. It is hardly too much to say that the city of
Atlanta - the colored city of 51,902 souls found itself
in the building of that church. Fixing its vision and
determination on that, eager to show to the white city
the substance of the soul, it forgot terror, forgot all
the thoughts of desertion and stood fast. It is the only
church I know that has the right to olaim for itself that
it saved a oity.^
Barton tells of one successful member who said he came to Atlanta a
raw boy off the farm and went to First Church and as a result of the in¬
spiration gained, remained, ”I'm going to attend this church and I'm
going to amount to something in this city.” Today his name is on the
door of the only Negro bank in the city, where ha is director. The
Negro bank is officered by two prominent men in the church. Barton says
further;
Many city churches I have seen whose pastors could nsme
over to me prominent and wealtly men among their members, or
the husbands of their members. But I do not know where else
there is a church that seems so thoroughly to have permeated
the life of the city - its own particular city - as has this
First Congregational church in Atlanta. For a whole day I went
back and forth in its city and up and down in it. The largest
Negro printing establishment is owned by one of its members,
8ind the only Negro newspaper is edited by him. The oldest
dirug store in the city, the one singled out by the govern¬
ment to be a sub-postal station, is presided over by one of
the church's staunch supporters. I talked with a ohuroh




business life bas gathered a clientele more largely white
than colored and accumulated a fortune of more than
40,000 dollars. Stationery stores, tailoring establish¬
ments, theaters, meat markets, photograph galleries - it
seemed to me as we passed among them that everyone of
particular merit bore upon its face the name of a member
of First church.
••• In three cases the principals were members of
the church, and teachers in the Sunday School; and half
of all the teachers that I saw, it seemed to me were
connected in one way or the other with the life of the
church as well. ^
Out of the race riot also grew the Atlanta Intejr-racial Committee
that has had as its purpose the seeking of a bettor understanding be¬
tween the races.
The National Medical Association, now recognized as one of America’s
outstanding professional and learned societies had its beginning among
Atlanta medics and under the inspiration and leadership of First Church.
The first public library for the use of Negroes of Atlanta was
staxi;ed at First Church.
The first orgsmized program of social seiwice for Negro people in
Atlanta was that of First Church.
The National Convention of Congregational Workers for colored people
had its origin in First Church under the leadership of its first Negro
pastor.
The pastors of First Church have traditionally been civic and welfare
leaders. Pastors of First Church have served on the following: Board of




the Advancement of Colored People; Executive Committee of the Atlanta
Urban League; the Board of management of the Butler Street Y» M. C» A.,
Atlanta; Advisory Committee, Fulton and Dekalb Co\jnty Child Welfare
Association; Board of Directors, Carrie Steele Logan Home for Orphans;
Troop Committees of Troops 90 and 140, Atlanta Council Boy Scouts of
America; Board of Directors and Executive Committee Atlanta Civic and
Political League; Negro State Planning Committee; State Interracial
Commission; State Advisory Committee Federal Forums, and Atlanta
Vocational Guidance Comcil*
The Boy Scout movement was made available to colored boys through
First Church under the pastorate of its third Negro pastor in 1931.
The first colored troop to be chartered in Atlanta started out with
thirty boys. This troop is still in existence and members have won
every honor in scouting; they include four Eagle Scouts, and the
induction of their fomer sooxit master, now a scout commissioner, into
the "Order of the Silver Eagle," the highest award in scouting. There
are now twenty^ohe Negro troops in the Atlanta Council with an enroll¬
ment of over 350 boys; ninety-five scout committeemen and adult leaders;
8ind a district committee of around thirty men headed by the chairman
of the deacon board of First Church,
An organization known as the "Scout Mothers," to cooperate with
scout masters and committeemen in furthering the development and welfare
of the troops, was started in connection with Troop Nianber Ninety of
First Church; and it has been copied by other troops.
The pastor of First Church states its goal as the broadening and
deepening of religious experience through effectively organized and
12
directed service. The Church School is divided into kindergarten,
primary, intermediate, junior and senior departments. It provides
religious training for the youth and adults of the church and community.
The senior and junior choirs offer an opportunity for musical expression.
The ohuroh is used regularly each Sunday for Sunday School and
church seirvices. It is also the meeting place each Svuaday for the
Pilgrim Fellowship which is a youth organization. These words appear
on the ohuroh entrance, "Come In and Rest." The ohuroh is open, it is
warm and there is full time janitorial service to aid in providing com¬
fort for persons desiring to rest. It is used for meetings on the average
of twenty to thirty times per month.
The Deacon’s Parish is subdivided into nine groups over each of which
is placed a deacon, a deaconess and a tirusteej they assist the minister in
looking after the spiritual needs of the members and the temporal interests
of the ohuroh.
The Women’s Missionary society seives a religious as well as a social
function. It gives the women of the ohuroh an opportunity to come to¬
gether and fellowship as well as to plan and work out programs that are
educational and inspirational. Their program includes local as well as
foreign interests. The Deaconess Board works to keep alive the spiritual
life and interest of the members. The social club has an interest in the
social activities. The Servettes are an organization of young unmarried
women and matrons. They have a program designed to meet the needs of that
group of women.
The foregoing activities indicate that First Church has from the
beginning been one of the central places in the Negro community for
13
educational, fraternal, civic,and ooimnunity gatherings. Many local,
state, and national movements for the social, economic, and educational
advancement of the Negro people had their origin in this church. Many of
the local organisations are very largely directed by First Church members
who hold strategic places.
The Problem, The Data,and The Method
The specific purpose of this investigation is to describe and analyze
the residential distribution of members of this church over a period of
forty years in order to indicate (l) the changes in the spatial distri¬
bution of church members, (2) the types of residential movements and (3)
the extent of movement. The basic assumption mderlying this study is
that the spatial redistribution of members of this church has been a
reflection of the growth em.d expansion of the Negro community with its
consequent increase in occupational differentiation and pressure for new
and better physical location: Amoi^g the hypotheses guiding the collection
of data and analysis are these: (1) the percentage of members living in
the immediate vicinity of First Church has consistently declined in keeping
with the changing social and economic characteristics of the area. (2) the
current membership of First Church is dispersed over a significantly wider
area than the earlier membership and (3) a significant proportion of the
membership of First Church lives in residential districts that are rated
high by objective indices and community consensus.
In order to throw light on these hjrpotheses the selective character¬
istics of membership for successive ten year periods beginning in 1910
have been examined. The basic data consists of church records and
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menibership rolls for 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940, and 1960. Complete member¬
ship rolls are not available for the period prior to 1910. The following
specific information was coded from these church records for the indi¬
cated periods. Name of member, sex, and address were obtained from the
records. Many of the neunes recurred one or more times in the records for
the successive periods. It was possible to compare residential location
for the respective periods and to calculate distances moved and to rate
areas moved to. The data on membership and residence for the different
periods were supplemented by documentary materials on the churohj and
interviews with the pastor, officers and members of the church, particu¬
larly more elderly members whose association with the church has spEinned
many years.
These data were related to historical and demographic material on
Atlanta. Extensive use was made of census tract data for 1930, 1940, and
1950 and a rating scale of residential areas developed by the Department
1
of Sociology of Atlanta University.
Three by five index cards were used to record the name, address, and
the census tract number of each member during each of the years tinder
review. The area rating was added to the 1950 cards. To facilitate organi¬
zation and analysis a color code was used for each of the periods. The
comers of membership cards for 1910 were colored orsuige; 1920, red; 1930,
whitej 1940, greenj and 1950, purple. Tabulations and summary tables were
made showing the distribution of members by census tracts during each period.
1
The scale was developed by the Department of Sociology of Atlanta
University in 1950 and used as an instrument for rating areas in the Atlanta
Post Screen-test health sutwey.
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Appropriate data were inserted on census tract maps for the respective
periods. Names and addresses occuring in successive periods were separated
and examined for residential movement. The former residence and the place
moved to was tabulated and with the aid of a scaled map the distance in
miles or fractions thereof calculated. The areas moved to and the distance
traveled were tabulated and compared for the respective periods.
Maps were mads depicting the distances and directions moved by those
who changed their residences over the respective ten year periods*
Belated Literature
H. Paul Dotiglass in 1,000 City Churches had a concern for the differ¬
ences in the directional distribution of the members. He drew a parish
map for 154 churches and showed the proportion of members living in the
four sectors corresponding to the directions North, South, East, and West.
With reference to the relationship between the church and local environ¬
ment he made this obseirvation;
Starting with the center of a typical American city,
one finds the downtown church. Working out from this center,
one comes upon an ugly belt of territory characterized by
less desirable habitations, especially boarding sind rooming
houses and frequently representing an old residential
neighborhood that has seen better days. Here, crowded upon
by industry and second-rate business, one finds the ”near-
downtov/n” church. Passing this zone by way of the avenues,
one comes upon the high class residential districts with
their family churches. Off the side streets one glimpses
the working class churches. Down in the hollow by the
railroad tracks are the foreign and negro churches, and still
further out the rural churches. ...He distinguishes ten
urbsin types of Protestant churches... ^
Douglass, op. pit, p. 249.
1
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In another study by H. Paul Douglas reported in 1950, he points out
that:
Of 1350 metropolitan churches reported, 53 per cent have
compact parishes in the sense that two thirds or more of
their people live within a mile of the church. About one-
fifth have scattered parishes in the sense that less than
one-third live within a mile of the church, the rest being
widely dispersed.
The remainder of the churches show a moderate dispersal
of constituents, from one-thiird to two-thirds living vd-thin
a mile of the church. Suburbs show the smallest proportion
of scattered or ravelled out parishes because population is
still focusing upon them said they have not yet become centers
of dispersal.
The majority of scattered parished belong to churches
located at or near city centers, from which the characteristic
movement of population spurred by physical deterioration is
continuously evicting people.
In rural areas, obviously, the distribution of consti¬
tuents is a reflection of density of population. Open
country people necessarily come considerable distances to
church. Hamlet churches, however, in the open cotoitry fre¬
quently have exceedingly compact parishes and little rural
out-reach.
Central location is naturally and properly sought by
small denominations which have few constituents anywhere,
and can most effectively bring them together at points where
ti*ansit facilities focus and population is most accustomed to
gather.
This study stresses again that movements that are spurred by physical
deterioration are continuously evicting people and that central location
is sought where transportation is convenient and population is accustomed
to gather.
1
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, Information Service
Vol. XXXIX, No. 3 (January 21, 1950). pp. 1-8, cited in T. lynn ^itk sSS.
C. A. McMahan. The Sociology of Urban Life (New York, 1951) p. 519.
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Wilson and Kolb conclude that*
Every society, and each of its component social systems,
must put the land at its disposal to various uses (always
including subsistence and habitation). But once the problem
of sheer biological existence is solved (and very often be¬
fore it is solved), the use of the land which shall pre¬
dominate depends upon the way the society i*suaks its various
goals and activities. Where religious values predominate,
religious systems will preempt the most desirable land, and
the other social systems must perforce adapt themselves
accordingly. In a militaristic society, the use of the
land will be primarily determined by the needs of war-making
Wilson and Kolb think that the value system of a society will determine
the institution that will use the most desirable land.
t
Everett C. Hughes makes this observation about institutions:
The existence of the local units of an institution
depends upon the continued presence of a population vdiich
will support them. A sharp decline in rates of repro¬
duction will, in the absence of immigration, threaten
certain institutions. Decline of the basic institutions
may deprive the community of the means of supporting its
service institutions. In our mobile world a population of
one set of economic and cultural standards is often succeeded
by another. In a community where this is in course of
happening, churches, societies, and lodges, perhaps even
restaurants and theatres may disappear. For while the new¬
comers may be religious, they often do not want the
religious institutions of their predecessors. They are
sociable, but with in the framework of their own culture.
They eat and amuse themselves, but may prefer spaghetti and
Verdi to roast beef and Gilbert and Sullivan. While most
institutions may adapt themselves to succession, less secu¬
lar institutions can not. Succession itself is often the
result of change in basic institutions; it is, in turn
change in many of the sei~vice institutions. If one were to
discover which institutions do not change following such a
succession of population he would have fomd an objective
common denominator of our culture.^
...When districts cease to be solid residential neighbor¬
hoods and become rooming house areas, slvuns, or foreign
1
Logan Wilson and William L. Kolb, Sociological Analysis (New York.
1949), p. 395.
2
Everett C. Hughes, "Institutions” An Outline of the Principles of Sociology.
Edited by Robert E. Park, (Nev^ York, 1946) , P. 315.
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colonies the existing churches may survive by becoming
missions, settlement houses, or club houses of the
y. M. C. A. type. In that case, they are generally
supported by philanthropic gifts or by the mission
funds of central denomination bodies rather than by the
people who patronize them* One may advance the hypothesis
that increase in mobility and in diversity of culture and
decrease in the intensity of sectarian spirit of the popu¬
lation of a commmaity all tend to m^e the continued exis¬
tence of local churches precarious*
Hughes is of the opinion that when a residential neighborhood
changes its character and becomes a rooming house area, slm or
foreign colony the existing church may survive by becoming a mission, a
settlement house or a club house. First Church has apparently retained
much of its original character and design despite the fact that the
neighborhood has mdergone change.
Kimball Young points out that:
Formerly the church was the focus of much neighborhood
life. The Catholic churches have continued to be particularly
effective as neighborhood centers because the membership is
divided geographically into parishes in the same manner as
voting precints or school districts are laid out* This gives
the particular pastor a chance to seinre the people who are
themselves neighbors to each other and who already have atti¬
tudes of solidarity growing out of common life* The urban
Protestant parish, for the most part, are not now divided on
geographic lines, with the result that members are drawn
from widespread areas. So long as the population remained
fairly stationary, this handicap was overcome by the fact
that the church buildings were located in the residential
sections in which most of the members lived. Today in our
rapidly growing American cities the sitmtion is quite dif¬
ferent. Many church edifices are left stranded in the
midst of retail and wholesale districts or in cheap rooming-
house or emerging slum areas just beyond the retail busi¬
ness section* The members are often so remote from the
home church that they drift away to other parishes nearer
or give up their church affiliation entirely*
In other ways the city church is caught in the changes




seoondary-group organization* Sophisticated urban popula¬
tions are skeptical of what organized religion has to
offer. There is frequently a conflict within the church
body itself as to whether it shall liberalize its dogma,
take up social service and educational and recreational
programs, or stick by the old and the tried at the cost
of younger membership and at the slow decay and final
disappearance.^
Kimball Yomg is of the opinion that when church edifices are
stranded in the midst of retail and wholesale districts or in cheap
rooming house or emerging slum areas that the members are often so re¬
mote from their home church that they drift away to other parishes nearer
by or give up their church affiliation entirely.
Gist and Halbert note that;
... churches with a high ratio of young persons tend
to grow rapidly and to have compact parishes, whereas
those with a complex and varied program grow slowly, have
a wide scattering of constituents, and are older in terms
of chronological age. Older churches, which are 'socially
mature' institutions, tend to be located near the center
of the city in areas characterized by various forms of
social deterioration, but churches with a high ratio of
young persons are apt to be in districts considerably
removed from the central areas. 2
Gist and Halbert have revealed in their study that older churches
that are 'socially mature' tend to be located near the center of the
city in areas characterized by various forms of social deterioration
and that churches vrith a large number of young people are apt to be in
districts considerably removed from the central zones. One would assume
that First Church with a history of eight-five years in the Atlanta
community has reached social maturity eind might maintain its place of
1
Kimball Young, Sociology; A Study of Society and Culture
(New York, 1949), p. 375.
2
Noel P. Gist and L. A. Halbert, op. oit., p. 454.
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location in the Atlanta community.
Landis observed in his study of movements that:
... new adjustments are sometimes difficult to make; in
fact, they may be so difficult in many cases that the indi¬
vidual shuns new associations and does not participate in
community life as he normally would. Adults who move fre¬
quently often lose interest in church and quit going rather
than face the adjustments involved in becoming acquainted
with a new group. ^
Landis feels that in moving people are faced with the problem of ad¬
justment and fail to participate in a new community and the church because
the adjustments are hard to make.
1
Paul H. Landis, Our Changing Society (New York, 1942), p. 126.
CmPTEE II
HESIDBNTIAL PATTERNS OF THE MEMBERSHIP
This chapter seeks to describe and compare the residential distribur*
tions in the successive ten year periods between 1910 and 1950» It should
be remembered that our hypotheses are that significant shifts ocova" in
the population and that the population of the latter years is more di¬
spersed than the population of the earlier years and that the residential
areas of members of this old and high status church are in keeping with
their status.
Table N\xmber 1 shows the mrniber and per cent of Atlanta membership
by census tracts for the respective census periods. ^ The data show
that the membership reported for these census periods ranged between a
low of 215 for 1920 and a high of 497 for 1910. In 1910, 497 members were
dispersed over 29 census tracts with one-third of them in census tract
F-28 immediately surrounding the church. In 1920, just after World V/ar
One 215 were dispersed over 25 tracts with one-fourth in tract F-28;
In 1930, 453 members were scattered over 21 census tracts with slightly
more than one-third in tract F-28; in 1940, 351 members were scattered
over 28 census tracts with about one-oighth living in census tract F-28;
in 1950 there were 458 living in 37 census tracts. The greatest
dispersion of population occurred after 1930 and coincided with the
expansion of the downtown business district cf Atlanta and the expansicn
of Negro community on the west-side of Atlanta.
In the following sections & more detailed analysis of the
1
The census tract boundaries used here are those established for
Atlanta at the 1930 oensTis.
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Tab le 1
DISTRIBUTION OF ATIMIA MEMBERSHIP OP FIRST CHDRCH BY CENSUS TRACTS FOR
1910, 1920, 19S0, 1940 and 1960 BY NUlffiER AND PERCHIT
Censxis traot
Numbers
1910 1920 1930 1940 19£X>
Numiber Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
F— 28 163 32.8 60 23.2 166 36.4 48 13.6 ' 43 9.4
F - 29 88 17.7 47 21.8 78 17.2 66 18.9 36 7.8
F - 26 31 6.2 5 2.3 0 0 4 * 8 1.7
F - 18 27 5.4 12 5.6 21 4.6 20 5.7 24 5.2
F - 26 24 4.9 7 3.2 32 7.0 22 6.2 20 4.3
F - 43 16 3.2 2 ♦ 0 0 2 * 7 1.5
P - 55 13 2.6 2 ♦ 7 1.6 2 * 6 1.3
F - 36 11 2.2 3 * 0 0 1 ♦ 2 ♦
F - 33 11 2.2 7 3.2 22 4.8 18 5.1 8 1.7
F - 27 11 2.2 5 2.3 8 1.8 2 * 8 *
F - 19 11 2*2 4 * 8 1.8 2 * * *
F - 38 7 1.4 1 * 24 5.3 60 17.0 43 9.3
F - 66 7 1.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1.0
F - 22 6 1.2 0 0 1 * 0 0 6 1.0
D - 6 6 1.0 4 * 0 0 0 0 1
D - 8 4 * 1 * 5 1.1 1 * 2 ♦
F - 44 3 * 0 0 2 ♦ 0 0 0 0
F - 21 3 2 * 8 1.8 0 0 0 0
F - 48 3 * 2 * 5 0 7 1.9 7 1.5
F - 62 2 ♦ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
F - 24 1 ♦ 0 0 0 0 24 6.8 88 19.2
DO- 4 1 ♦ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
F - 5 1 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
FC- 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
F - 39 1 * 0 0 0 0 37 10.5 28 6.1
F - 68 1 * 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
F - 12 1 * 1 * 0 0 0 0 0 0
F - 47 1 * 1
'
* 0 0 0 , 0 1 ♦
TABLE 1 ~ Contiaued
Censvus traot
1910 1920 1930 1940 1950
NTimbers
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent
F - 11 1 * 0 0 1 ♦ 0 0 0 0
F - 56 0 0 15 6*0 25 5.5 9 2.5 5 1.0
F - 42 0 0 6 2.7 1 * 1
* 2 *
FC- 16 0 0 6 2.7 0 0 0 0 0 0
FC- 5 0 0 1 3|t 1 * 0 0 0 0
D - 2 0 0 1 ♦ 0 0 0 0 1
*
FC- 7 0 0 0 0 6 1.3 4 * IS 2.8
F - 40 0 0 0 0 2 * 5 1.4 17 3.7
F - 17 0 0 0 0 1 * 1 * 7 1.5
F - 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1.4 10 2.2
F - 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1.4 9 2.0
F - 63 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
* 8 1.7
F - 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 * 5 1.0
F - 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 ♦ 3
*
FC- 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 ♦ 0 0
F - 46 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 * 4
*
F - 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
F - 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ♦
FC- 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 ♦
D - 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 *
FC- 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ♦






















* Less than one per cent
24
Table 2
TEE NUMBER OP MEMBERS OP FIRST CHURCSH
ENROLIED FOR 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940 AND 1950







THE NUMBER OF IRACTS IN WHICH MEMBERS OF FIRST CHDRCH
RESIDED IN 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940 AND 1950







distribution of the Atlanta members for the respective periods will
be made.
The Residential Pattern of 1910
In an interview with an old member of 1910 we get the comment:
In 1910 we had on the sidewalk in front of First
Church a pump that supplied water for horses and people.
People came in their buggies to church and the other
activities and stayed. The community meant everything.
In 1910 First Church had a listed membership of 497. One half
(50.5 per cent) of the membership of this period lived in what are now
census tracts F-28 and F-29 which embrace the immediate vicinity of the
1
oh\iroh. At that time, 32.8 per cent were in tract F-28 and 17.7 per
2
cent in tract F-29. Table 4 shows the 1910 distribution of members by
census tracts. The other one half (49.5 per cent) of the members were
scattered throughout twenty-seven other census tracts. Table 4 reveals
3
that 6.2 per cent were living in what is now tract F-36. This area
is on the west-side of town and is approximately one and one-half miles
from the church. In 1910, according to an old resident, "one fomd
some of your better families living on Tatnall, Walnut, and Fair Streets.”
1
Tract F-28 includes Baker Street from Gourtland Street to Fort
Street; Fort Street to Highland Avenue; Highland Avenue to Jackson Street;
Jackson Street to Edgewood Avenue; Edgewood Avenue to Court land Street and
Courtland Street to Baker Street.
2
Tract F-29 includes Highland Avenue from Jackson Street to Southern
Railroad; Southern Railroad to Edgewood Avenue; Edgewood Avenue to Jackson
Street and Jackson Street to Highland Avenue.
3
Tract F-36 includes Hunter Street from Vine Street to Davis Street;
Davis Street to Mitchell Street; Mitchell Street to Elliott Street;
Elliott Street to Nelson; Nelson to Walker; Walker to Fair; Fair to Walnut
Walnut to Tatnall and Tatnall to Hmter.
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Table 4
NUMBER AND MR CHIT OF MEMBERSHIP OF FIRST CHDRCE




F -28 163 32.8
F -29 88 17.7
F -36 31 6.2
F -18 27 5.4
F -25 24 4.9
F -43 16 3.2
F -65 13 2.6
P -36 11 2.2
F -33 11 2.2
F -27 11 2.2
F -19 11 2.2
F -38 7 1.4
F -66 7 1.4
P -22 6 1.2
D - 6 5 1.0
D - 8 4
F -44 3 *
F -21 3
F -48 6 *
F -62 2 *
F -24 1 *
DC- 4 1 *
F - 6 1 *
FC- 2 1 ♦
F -39 1 *
P -58 1 *
F -12 1 *
F -47 1 *
F -11 1
Total 465 100.0
’*‘1^88 bhan one per cent
Figure 1




This area is close to the "Old Atlanta University"-- now Morris Brown
College. In this neighborhood now are the E, A, V/are school, named for
the first president of Atlanta University; Friendship Baptist Church,
located on Mitchell Street and one of the historic markers in the
Atlanta community; and the West Mitchell Methodist Church*
Five and four-tenths per cent of the 1930 membership resided in what
is now tract F-18.1 This area is close to the church and is one that
has mdergone marked change. It is now an area where garages, parking
lots, service stations, wholesale houses, and moving van lots are found.
There are few residential dwellings in this area. Those that are lo¬
cated in this area for the most part are in poor condition and surrounded
by various business establishments.
2
In what is now tract F-25, 4.9 per cent of the members were re¬
siding in 1910. This ia a west-side area rather recently expanded. In
this area today we find numerous small biosiness enterprises operated by
Negroes. Along Hmter Street to Ashby one finds some of the better
restaxirants of the Atlanta Negro community. In this area is located
Frazier’s Cafe, Paschal's Eestaurant and many smaller eating places.
Two ten cent stores, three drug stores, two or three dry cleaning estab¬
lishments, a grocery store and several other business establislments.
1
Tract F-18 includes North Avenue from Piedmont Avenue to Parkway
Drive; Parkway Drive to Highland Avenue; Highland Avenue to Fort Street;
Fort Street to Baker; Baker to Courtland; Courtland Street to Currier Street;
Currier Street to Piedmont Avenue and Piedmont Avenue to North Avenue.
2
Tract F-25 includes Simpson Street from Ashby Street to Vine Street;
Vine Street to Hunter Street; Hunter Street to Ashby Street and Ashby Street
to Simpson Street.
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Three and two-tenths per cent of the members were living in what is
now tract P-43.^ This area embraces a portion of the new Atlanta
TJhiversity community and includes one of Atlanta's housing projects. At
one time one found some of the better homes located on Ashby Street. One
will find today on West-end Avenue residential dwellings that indicate
that at one time they were more decent than they are now but as a result
of years of use they are not of the standard that they once were. Along
the lower end of Fair Street and especially the area that at one time
was called ”The Bottom” we find a small business district including two
or three grocery stores, a drug store, a ten cent store, a dairy, a ser¬
vice station, a shoe shop, a beauty parlor and two or throe other business
estab lishments.
Two and siz-tenths per cent of the members were living in tract
2
F-55. A portion of this area embraces what at one time v/as Clark College
and today Carver Vocational School. There is also located in this South
Atlanta community on McDonough Boulevard Gammon Theological Seminary. One
will also find on McDonough Boulevard a theatre, two or three grocery
stores, a barber shop and a few other business establishments that serve
the oomm'unity. For the most part the houses that are in this area.
1
Tract F-43 includes Greens ferry Avenue from Ashby Street to Humphries
Street} Humphries Street to Liberty Street; Liberty Street to Holland Street;
Holland Street to Chapel Street; Chapel Street to Fair Street; Fair Street
to Central of Georgia Railroad; Central of Georgia Railroad to Park Street;
Park Street to Hammond Street; Hammond Street to South Inwn Street; South
Lawn Street to North Lawn Street; North Lawn Street to West-end Avenue;
West-end Avenue to Ashby Street and Ashby Street to Greensferiy Street,
2
Tract F-55 includes Georgia Avenue from Capitol Avenue to Primrose
Street; Primrose Street to Atlanta Avenue; Atlanta Avenue to Hill Street;Hill Street to McDonough Boulevard; McDonough Boulevard to Blashfield Street;Blashfield Street to Atlanta City Limits; Atlanta Ci-ty Limits to CapitolAvenue extended; Capitol Avenue extended to Capitol Avenue and CapitolAvenue to Georgia Avenue.
so
especially along Capitol Avenue, Atlanta Avenue and Georgia Avenue are
the old tv/o-story type of dwelling.
Two and two-tenths per cent of the members lived in tract F-3S.
This section is near the church. One will find on Butler the Young Men’s
Christian Association, Bronner Brother’s Beauty Suppiy company, a fimeral
parlor and dilapidated residential dwellings. Along Edgawood Avenue
one will find any nianber of business establishments that serve the com¬
munity.
Two and tv/o-tenths per cent of the members were also found living
2
in tract F-27. We find this section not too far removed from the
church. This area now embraces a n\iiriber of dilapidated houses that are
rapidly being closed in upon by the business expansion that is taking
place in this community. This section merges with the business, whole¬
sale and manufacturing areas.
3
Two and two-tenths per cent of the members lived in tract F-19.
Tract F-19 also is now an area where one will find any number of business
establishments and few residences.
1
Tract F-S3 includes Edgewood Avenue from Butler Street to Southern
Railroad; Southern Railroad to Georgia Railroad to Butler Street;
Butler Street to Edgewood Avenue.
2
Tract F-27 includes Magnolia Street from Southern Railroad to Cain
Street; Cain Street to Courtland Street; Courtland Street to Edgewood
Avenue; Edgevrood Avenue to Butler Street; Butler Street to Georgia Rail¬
road and Southern Railroad to Magnolia Street.
3
Tract F-19 includes North Avenue from Williams Street to Piedmont
Avenue; Piedmont Avenue to Currier Street; Currier Street to Courtland
Street; Courtland Street to Cain Street; Cain Street to Williams Street;
Vifilliams Street to Hunnioutt Street; and Williams Street to North Avenue.
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1
One and four-ijenths per cent of "ttiLe members are in tract F-56.
Tract F-56 is an area that for the most part includes residential
dwellings.
One and two-tenths per cent of the members were found living in
tract F-22.^ Tract F-22 is a section of residences and bxisinesses.
3
One per cent has residence in tract D-6. Tract D-6 is in Decatur.
1
Tract F-56 includes Bass Street from Windsor Street to Capitol
Avenue; Capitol Avenue to Southern Railroad; Southern Railroad to
Windsor Street extended; Windsor Street extended to Windsor Street and
Windsor Street to Bass Street.
2
Tract F-22 includes Bankhead Avenue to Travis Street to Southern
Railroad; Southern Railroad to Simpson Street; Simpson Street to E]m
Street; Elm Street to North Avenue; Nojrbh Avenue to Travis Street; Travis
Street to Bajikhead Avenue.
3
Tract D—6 includes Seaboard Air Line Railroad from Whitefoord
Avenue to Rogers Street; Rogers Street to Boulevard Drive; Boulevard
Drive to Whitefoord Avenue and Whitefoord Avenue to Seaboard Air Line
Railroad.
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The Residential Pattern of 1920
The records of First Church show a fifty-seven per cent decline in
the membership for 1920 over that for 1910. For 1920 the total enroll-
WBS 215 as against 497 in 1910. This decline might be explained by
the conditions immediately following World Ward I and the heavy migration
of Negroes to the North and East.' Informants mention these as factors
responsible for the decline in the membership of First Chturoh at this
time. In 1920 as in 1910 we find the majority of the members lived in
what are now census tracts F-28 and F-29. Twenty-three and two-tenths
per cent of the members were found living in tract F-29. In 1920, this
area had not been exposed to the expansion of the business sections of
Atlanta as it has since. It was at that time, according to an older
member of the community, a rather stable community.
Table 5 reveals the nvnnber and per cent of members by census tracts
for 1920. Table 5 shows that 2.3 per cent of the members lived in tract
2
F-26. This is a west-side comm'unity. Today Davis, Mitchell and Vine
Streets are notorious centers characterized by high ratio of disorgani¬
zation. Houses in this area are in poor condition. This community
is about one and one-fourth mile from First Church.
1
See Residential Pattern of 1910 for boundaries of tracts F-28 and
F-29.
2
Tract F—26 includes Simpson Street from Vine Street to Elliott
Street; Elliot Street to Mitchell Street; Mitchell Street to Davis Street;
Davis Street to Hunter Street; Hunter Street to Vine Street and Vine
Street to Simpson Street.
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Table 5
BiniBER ASD PER OEIIT OF MEMBHISBIP OF FIRST CHURCH




F -28 60 25.2
F -29 47 21.6
F -26 5 2.5
F -18 12 6.6
F -26 7 3.2
F -45 2 ♦
F -56 2 *
F -36 5 *
F -35 7 5.2
F -27 5 2.3
F -19 4 ♦
F -58 1 *
F -56 0 *
F -22 0 *
D - 6 4 *
D - 8 1 *
F -44 0 *
F -21 2 ♦
F -48 2
F -12 1 *
F -47 1 *
F -36 15 6.0
F -42 6 2,7
FC-16 6 2.7
FC- 6 1 ♦
D - 2 1 *
Total 185 100.0
♦Less than one per oent
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Five and six-tenths per cent of the members were in tract F-18 in
1920; three and two tenths per cent in tract F-25; three and two tenths
per cent in tract F-35; two and three tenths per cent in tract F-27 and
six per cent in tract F-36.
2
Two and seven-tenths per cent of the members are in tract F-42.
This is a west-side community. During this early period the majority
of the members living in tract F-42 were near or on Ashby Street and
West-end Avenue. In recent years the Negro has moved into the Gordon
Road area. This section is about two and one-half miles or more from
First Church. Two and seven-tenths per cent of the members are in
tract FC-16 which is a Fulton Coxmty community.
Figure 2 gives a graphic presentation of the distribution of the
membership of the church for 1920.
1
See Residential Pattern of 1910 for boundaries of tracts F-18,
F-25, F-33, F-27 and F-36.
2
Tract F-42 includes Sells Avenue from Lawton Street to Ashby Street;
Ashby Street to West-end Avenue; West-end Avenue to North Lawn Street;
North Lawn Street to South Lawn Street; South Lawn Street to Hammond
Street; Efemmond Street to Park Street; Park Street to Central of Georgia
Railroad to Gordon Street extended; Gordon Street extended to Gordon
Street to Lawton Street eind Lawton Street to Sells Avenue.
Figure 2




The Residential Pattern of 1930
In 1930 453 members were enrolled at First Churoh. This represents
an increase of 110 per cent between 1920 and 1930» We still find the
1
bulk of the members Irving in census tracts F-28 and F-29 in 1930*
The data indicate that 53.6 per cent of the members lived in the immediate
vicinity of the ohxirch, that is in tracts F-28 and F-29. In 1910 v/e
found 50.5 per cent in these tracts and in 1920, 45.0 per cent. Figure 3
shov/s that there is a wider distribution of members in 1930 than in the
preceding periods. More census tracts are represented and some of the
more remote areas increasing in numbers. Four and six-tenths per cent
of the members are fotind living in tract F-18j seven per cent in tract
F-25; 1.5 per cent in tract F-55; 4.8 per cent in tract F-33j 1.8 per cent
2
in tract F-19. Five and three-tenths per cent of the membership lives
3
in tract F-38. This tract includes an area that at one time, according
to the daughter of a prominent Negro minister who now resides on Tatnall
Street, was an area where some of the’better” families of Atlanta lived.
Along Pair Street today one will find a comparatively new Negro church,
a housing project, a theatre, a business area snd single family
residences.
1
Boundaries for tracts F-18, F-25, F-28, F-29, F-55, P-35 and F-19




Tract F-38 includes Hunter Street from Ashby Street to Tatnall Streetj
Tatnall Street to Walnut Streetj Walnut Street to Fair Streetj Fair Street
to Chapel Streetj Chapel Street to HoHand Streetj Holland Street to LibertyStreetj Liberty Street to Humphries Streetj Himiphries Street to Greensferry
Avenuej Greensferry Avenue to Dora Streetj Dora Street to Maner Streetj
Maner Street to Fair Streetj Fair Street to Elm Streetj Elm Street to
Parsons Streetj Parsons Street to lawshej Lawshe to Greensferry; Greensferryto Ashby Street and Ashby Street to Hunter Street.
57
On Tatnall Street one finds a beauty college. Cooper's Soda and
Lunch Place, Ted Lewis Dry Cleaners, A Baptist Church, a store, a beauty
parlor, Lucas Grille, a ninnber of residences that are in need of repair
and the new Phyllis 'Wheatley Branch Y. 'W* C. A,




NUMBER AND PiR CENT OF MHdBERSHLP OF FIRST CHDRCH




P -28 165 36.4
F -29 78 17.2
F -18 26 4.6
F -26 32 7.0
F -56 7 1.5
F -33 22 4.8
F -27 8 1.8
F -19 8 1.8
F -38 24 5.3
F -22 1 ♦
D - 8 5 1.1
F -44 2 *
F -21 8 1.8
F -48 5 1.1
F -11 1 *
F -36 25 5.5
FC- 7 6 1.3
F -40 2 >•<
P -17 1 *
Total 426 300.0
*Less than one per oent
Figure 3




The Residential Pattern of 1940
In 1940 First Church carried on its rolls 351 members. This number
represents a 22.5 per cent decrease when compared with the 1930 enroll¬
ment. These members were distributed over twenty-eight (28) census
tracts. By 1940, census tracts F-28 eind F-29 no longer have the
majority of the members living within their borders, as was true in 1910,
1920, and 1930. fie find census tract F-29 ranking highest with sixty-
six (66) members. In 1910 census tract F-28 ranked highest with 163
members. In 1920 census tract F-28 ranked highest with fifty (50) memr
bers and in 1930 tract F-28 had the largest n\zmber - 165 members. In
1940 we find tract F-38 ranking second highest with sixty (60) members.
In 1910, seven members lived in tract F-38j in 1920, one member resided
in tract F-38 and in 1930 twenty-four members found residence in tract
F-S8. Tract F-38 is a west-side community and it is around 1940 that we
found growing interest in the west-side of Atlanta. From interviews
with older persons of the Atlanta community we learn that prior to this
time the fourth ward of Atlanta had been the better residential community
to which Negroes of Atlanta looked with pride, but around 1940 there was
the shift to west-side Atlanta. Tract F-28 ranks third with forty-eight
(48) members. Other tracts with a considerable number of members are
tracts F—18, F—22, F-33, F-24, and F—39. Table 7 shows the distribution
by census tract and the number and percentage who lived in each tract.
From Table 7 we observe that 13.6 per cent of the members were found
living in tract F-28; 18.9 per cent in tract F-29; 5.7 per cent in tract
F-18; 6.2 per cent in tract F-25; 5.1 per cent in F-33; 17.0 per cent
41
Table 7
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF MMBHISHIP OP FIRST CiHORCB





F -28 48 18.6
F -29 66 18.9
F -26 4 ♦
F -18 20 6.7
F -26 22 6.2
F -45 2 *
P -66 2 ♦
F -36 1 *
P -35 18 6.1
F -27 2 a
F -19 2 ♦
F -58 60 17.0
D - 8 1 *
F -48 7 1.9
F -24 24 6.8
F -39 37 10.6
F -36 9 2.6
F -42 1 *
FC- 7 4 *
F -40 6 1.4
F -17 1 a
P -23 6 1.4
F -37 6 1.4
F -63 3 a
P -16 4 a
F -67 3 a
FC-16 1 a
F -46 1 a
Total 327 300.0
*1^88 than one per cent
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1
in P-SBj 1.9 per cent in P-48 and 2.5 per cent in F-36. In ti^ct P-24
2
there are 6.8 members. In this area we find some of the better Negro
3
homes of the Atlanta community. Ten emd five tenths per cent of the
4
members are found living in tract P-39. Tract P-39 includes the
Mozley Drive area which is a new area for Negroes. It has been former3y
occupied by whites. One and four-tenths per cent of the members live in
5
tract F-40. Tract F-40 also includes a portioned the Mozley Drive com¬
munity, which has also recently become available as a residential section
6
for Negroes. In tract F-23 we find one and four-tenths per cent of the
members of First Church.
Figure 4 reveals the decreasing concentration of members in the
immediate vicinity of the church.
1
Botmdaries for tracts F-28, F-29, P-18, F-25, F-3S, F-48, and F-36
appear in the preceding sections under Residential Patterns.
2
Tract F-24 includes Simpson Street from City Limits to Ashby Streetj
Ashby Street to Hunter Street; Hunter Street to Moiley Drive; Mozley Drive
to Chappell Road; Chappell Road to City Limits; City Limits to Simpson
Street.
3
See area rating map prepared by Department of Sociology, Atlanta
University.
4
Tract F-39 includes Hunter Street from L. & N. Railroad to Ashby
Street; Ashby Street to Sells Avenue; Sells Avenue to Lawton Street;
Lawton Street to West View Drive; West View Drive to L. & N. Railroad and
L. & N. Railroad to Hunter Street.
5
Tract F-40 includes the area from the city limits to Chappell Road;
Chappell Road to Mozley Drive; Mozley Drive to Hmter Street; Hunter Street
to L. & N. Railroad; L. & N. Railroad to Lucile Avenue; Luoile Avenue to
Gordon Street and Gordon Street to City Limits.
6
Tract F-23 includes Bankhead Avenue from City Limits to Finley Street;
Finley Street to Pelham Street; Pelham Street to Ashby Street; Ashby Street
to North Avenue; North Avenue to Paynes Street; Paynes Street to Jett Street;
Jett Street to Elm Street; Elm Street to Simpson Street; Simpson Street to
City Limits and City Limits to Bankhead Avenue.
Figtire 4
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The Residential Pattern of 1950
In 1950 there were 458 members enrolled at First Church, representing
a thirty per cent increase over 1940.
The residential pattern of 1950 presents a picture altogether differ¬
ent from the one shown in 1910, 1920, 1930, and 1940. By 1950 the largest
1
per cent of the members are found living in tract F-34 - a west-side
community. We find the members scattered over more census tracts than at
any other period. In 1910 they resided in twenty-nine (29) different
tracts. In 1920, they were distributed throughout twenty-six (26) differ¬
ent census tracts. In 1930, they found residence in twenty (20) census
tracts; 1940 found them spread out in tv/enty-eight (28) different tracts;
and 1950's residential pattern shows them living in thirty-seven (37)
tracts. With an increase in the number of tracts in iiriiich the members
enrolled at First Church reside in 1950, dispersion rather than concen¬
tration characterizes the membership. Table 8 shows the number and per
cent of the membership by census tracts in 1950.
In tract F-28, 9.4 per cent of the membership is found; 7.8 per cent
in tract F-29; 5.2 per cent in tract F-18; 4.3 per cent in F-25; 1.3 per
cent in F-56; 1.7 per cent in F-33; 9.3 per cent in F-38; 19.2 per cent in
F-24; 6.1 per cent in F-39; 1.0 per cent in F-36; 2.8 per cent in FC-7;
3.7 per cent in F-40; 1.5 per cent in F-43; 1.0 per cent in F-56; 1.0 per
2
cent in F-22; 1.5 per cent in F-48 and 2.2 per cent in F-2S.
1
Tract F-34 includes Georgia Railroad from Moore Street to Oakland
Avenue; Oakland Avenue to Fair Street; Fair Street to Moore Street and
Moore Street to Georgia Railroad.
2
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F -28 43 9.4
F -29 36 7.8
F -26 8 1.7
F -18 24 5.2
F -25 20 4.3
F -43 7 1.5
F -55 6 1.3
F -36 2 *
F -33 8 1.7
F -27 2 ♦
F -38 43 9.3
F -56 6 1.0
F -22 5 1.0
D - 6 1 *
D - 8 2 *
F -48 7 1.5
F -24 88 19.2
F -39 28 6.1
F -47 1 *
F -36 5 1.0
F -42 2 *
D - 2 1 *
FC- 7 13 2.8
F -40 17 3.7
F -17 7 1.5
F -23 10 2.2
F -57 9 2.0
F -63 8 1.7
F -16 5 1.0
F -57 3 ♦
F -46 4 *
F - 7 1 *
F - 8 2 *
FC-20 3 *
D - 9 4 *
FC-11 2 ♦
FC- 9 3 *
Total 435 100.0
♦
Less than one per cent
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One and seven tenths per cent of the members are fomd living in
1
tract F-26. One and five tenths per cent of the membership is fomd in
2 3
tract F-17. In census tract F-37, 2.0 per cent of the members find resi¬
dence. One and seven tenths per cent of the membership is fomd in tract
4 5
F-63, In tract F-16, we find 1.0 per cent of the members residing. Other
tracts in which we find less than five (s) members living are D-2, D-8,
and D-9. These areas are in Decatur. Less than five (5) members are also
6
fomd living in tract F-35. Tract F-35 includes the lov/er portion of the
Fair-Wa3ker Street area which has mdergone a number of changes as a re¬
sult of a new highway. According to the area rating set-up by the
Department of Sociology of Atlanta University this area would rate poor.
7
Two members are fomd living hi tract F-27.
1
See Residential Pattern of 1920 for bomdaries of tract F-26.
2
F-17 includes North Avenue from Parkway Drive to North Avenue from
Southern Railroad; Southern Railroad to Highland Avenue; Highland Avenue
to Parkway Drive and Parkway Drive to North Avenue.
3
Tract F-37 includes Parson Street from Lav/she to Elm Street; Elm
Street to Fair Street; Fair Street to Manor Street; Manor Street to Dora
Street; Dora Street to Greensferry Avenue; Greensferry Avenue to Laivshe
Street and Lawshe Street to Lawson Street.
4
Tract F-63 includes Mary Street from Stewart Avenue to Mary Street
extended to Southern Railroad; Sotrthem Railroad to A.&W. P. Railroad Belt
Line to Ster/art Avenue and Stewart Avenue to Mary Street.
5
Tract F-16 includes North Avenue extended to North Avenue from Southern
Railroad to Moreland Avenue; Moreland Avenue to Euclid Avenue; Euclid Avenue
to Washita Avenue; Washita Avenue to North Highland Avenue; North Highland
Avenue to Southern Railroad and Southern Railroad to North Avenue.
6
Tract F-35 includes Southern Railroad from Elliot Street to Georgia
Railroad; Georgia Railroad to Moore Street; Moore Street to Fair Street;
Fair Street to Vfelker Street; Y/alker Street to Nelson Street and Nelson
Street to Elliot Street.
7
See Residential Pattern of 1910 for bomdaries of tract F-27.
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1
One member lives in "tract F-47. Tract F-47 includes "the Summerhill
section of Atlanta "which ranks poor as a residential area according to
structures needing repair, structiires "without basement, structures m-
2
fit for occupancy and overcro"wded dwelling units. Two members are
5 4
found living in tract F-42 and three are living in tract F-57. Four
5 6
members have fovmd residence in F-46. One member lives in F-7 and "two in
7
F-8. Three members are found living in tract FC-20, "two in FC-11 and
three in FC-9. These are Fulton Coun"ty areas for which we have no de¬
scription. Figure 5 shows "the distribution of members in the various
census tracts.
1
Tract F-47 includes Fulton Street from Capitol Avenue to li/Lartin
Street; Martin Street to Ful"ton Street; Fulton Street to Gonna 13y Street;
Connally Street to G-lenwood Avenue; Glenwood Avenue to Kelly Street; Kelly
Street to Glenn Street; Glenn Street to Primrose Street; Primrose Street
to Georgia Avenue; Geo»gia Avenue to Capitol Avenue and Capitol Avenue to
Fulton Street.
2
of.. The Social and Economic Pattern of Atlanta, Georgia.
3
See Eesidential Pattern of 1920 for description of tract F-42.
4
Tract F-57 includes Glenn Street from Ste"wart Avenue to Southero
Railroad; Southern Railroad "bo Mary Street extended; Mary Street extended
to Mary Street to Stewart Avenue and Ste"wart Avenue to Glenn Street.
6
Tract F-46 includes Richardson Street from Windsor Street to Capitol
Avenue; Capitol Avenue "to Bass Street; Bass Street to Windsor Street;
Windsor Street to Richardson Street.
6
Tract F-7 includes City Limits (Sou"bhem Railroad) to Ashby Street
extended; Ashby Street extended to Ashby Street to Pelh^ Street; Pelham
Street to Finley Street; Finley Street "bo Bankhead Avenue; Bankhead Avenue
to Ci"ty Limits and Ci"by Limits "bo Ciiy Limits (Sou"bhem Railroad),
7
Tract F-8 includes Ci"by Limits from Ashby Street "bo Southern Rail¬
road; Southern Railroad to Bankhead Avenue; Bankhead Avenue to Travis
Street; Travis Street to North Avenue; North Avenue to Ehn Street; Ehn
Street to Jett Street; Jett Street to Paynes Avenue; Paynes Avenue to
North Avenue; Nor"bh Avenue "bo Ashby Street and Ashby Street to City Limits.
Figure 5
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CHAPTER III
RESIDENTIAL MeSILITY AMONG THE MEMBERSHIP
This chapter is designed to describe the movements of members of
First Church by ten-year periods—1920, 1930, 1940 and 1950. With the
use of a scaled map of the city of Atlanta and a ruler the writer was
able to measure the distance of the movements of the members who were
selected in a manner described in Chapter I. Addresses were compared
for two successive ten-year periods. Those that were members in 1910
were compared with those that were members in 1920j those of 1920 with
those of 1930; those of 1930 with those of 1940 and those of 1940 v;^ith
those of 1950.
Of the one hmdred and forty-eight names that appeared in both 1910
and 1920 registers, eighteen or 12.1 per cent had moved. That is, the
1910 register showed a change of address of eighteen persons whose names
had also appeared in the 1920 register but at a different address.
When we check in a similar manner the members whose names appear in
the 1920 and 1930 registers we notice that fifteen or 10.9 per cent of
one hundred and thirty-seven members who appeared in both registers have
moved.
In comparing the members who appeared in both the 1930 and 1940
registers there are thirty-one or 26.6 per cent vdxo had moved from their
1930 addresses. When checking the 1940 and 1950 registers for names
that appear at both periods we notice an increase in the n\«nLber of move¬
ments. Thirty-eight or 16.7 per cent of one hundred and sixty-seven names
that appeared at both periods moved.
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In the sections that follow there is a more detailed description of
the movements and distance of the movements for each period under study.
Table 9
DISTANCES MOVED BY SELECTED IfflMBERS OF FIRST CHURCH
FOR 1920, 1930, 1940 and 1950
Miles

























0 .5 1 1 6 6 3 3
.5 • .9 3 3 6 7 7 13 11 14
1.0 • 1.4 3 6 1 8 3 16 7 21
1.5 1.9 2 8 2 10 5 21 4 25
2.0 2.4 2 10 2 12 3 24 6 31
2.5 2.9 • 2 14 1 25 1 32
3.0 3.4 3 13 1 - 4 29 * -
3.5 3.9 - - - -
4.0 4.4 1 14 - - - - 2 34
4.5 - 4.9 - - - * -
5.0 5.4 - - - 2 31 1 35
5.5 - 5.9 - - - - - - - -
Total 14 15 31 35
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The Pattern of Movement of 1920
The membership figrires are markedly smaller for 1920 as indicated
in the disoussion of distribution of residence for 1920* The total
membership as of this date is 215*
In «3g^wl^^wiTlg the membership rolls for 1930 and 1920 we find that
there are one hundred and forty-eight persons whose names appeared at
both periods* Of these one hundred and forty-eight names that appeared
at both periods eighteen had moved to a different address.
Vnien we compare the 1910 and 1920 rolls we find a decrease in the
membership. lOien we examine the records of those that were members in
1910 and in 1920 we find eighteen that have moved.
Table 10
TPB^UaiCy DISTRIBUTION OF THE MOVEMENTS





• 6 .9 3 3
1.0 - 1.4 5 6
1.6 - 1.9 2 8
2.0 - 2.4 2 10
2.5 - 2.9 - •
S.O - 5.4 3 IS
3*6 “ 3*9 -
4.0 - 4.4 1 14
4.5 - 4.9





Iiet US examine the type of movement that is represented in the
mobile people which ranged from 0*6 mile to 4.4 miles.
Table 10 reveals that throe members moved from 0.5 to 0»9 mile;
three from 1.0 to 1.4 miles; two from 1.5 to 1.9 miles; two from 2.0 to
2*4 miles; three from 3.0 to 3.4 miles and one from 4*0 to 4.4 miles.
The address of four of these mobile persons is taiknown. The median dis¬
tance for this period is about 1.6 miles. For the most part the distance
moved during this period was short. No movement of these members during
this period was as great as five miles.
The Pattern of Movement of 1930
We find on the rolls of First Church for 1930, 453 members. In com¬
paring the 1920 and 1930 registers, idiere appear the names of <me hundred
Table 11
FWBQUENCy DISraiBUTIOH OF TEE MOVEMENTS




0 - ,6 1 1
• 5 - .9 6 7
1.0 - 1.4 1 8
1.6 - 1.9 2 10
2.0 — 2.4 2 12
2.5 - 2.9 2 14
3.0 - 3.4 1 m
3.5 - 3.9 -
4.0 - 4.4 •»





and •bhiriy-ono persons ia bo'fch periods* Of these one hmdred and thirty-
one persons listed on the rolls for 1920 and 1930, fifteen have addresses
that differ in the periods mentioned*
In meastiring the distance of movement of these members we notice
that none of the distances moved are great* Table 11 shows the distance
of each of Idiese movements between 1920 and 1950. As indicated in Table
11, one person has moved less then 0*5 mile; six persons from 0*5 to 0*9
mile and one person from 1*0 to 1*4 miles; two persons from 1*5 to 1*9
miles; two persons fro, 2*0 to 2*4 miles; two persons from 2.5 to 2*9
miles and one person from 3.0 to 3.4 miles*
These mobile members are fomd moving from Piedmont to Currier
Street; from Crogman to Stonewall Street; from Temon Place to Houston
Street; from Houston Street to Howell Street; from Gray to Clark Street;
from Old llVheat to Howell; from Houston to Howell; from Markham to Howell;
from Markham to Hoiuston; from Howell to Ashby; from Linden to Irene and
from Thirkield Avenue to Houston*
The range in the movement of these persons in 1930 is from 0.6 mile
to 3.4 miles wherein the range in 1920 was from 0.5 to 4.4 miles. No
movement in 1950 was over 3.4 miles.
The median distance moved for this period is about 1,6 miles.
The Pattern of Movement of 1940
In 1940 First Church had a membei*8hip of three hundred and fifty-
one (36l) persons living in twenly-oight (28) oensiis tracts* At this
time we find a decrease in the proportions living in the immediate
vicinity of the church* The members were spread out more than at any
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preoeding period. Arotmd 1940 there seems to have been growing resi¬
dential and oommeroial interest in the west side of Atlsnta. According
to old residents of the Atlanta communiiy the fourth ward in Southeast
Atlanta had been the oomtnuni'ty to which the Negroes looked with pride*
Houston Street, Angier Avenue, Pine Street and Boulevard had been better
residential areas in the Atlanta oommunity. Aromd 1940 there started
the westward movement. As we look at the 1940 movements we are aware of
the changing interest in the Negro oommunity and notice that the range
in the movement during this period is ffom 0*5 to 5«4 miles* 70x60 com¬
pared with the preoeding periods under study we notice that the range
for 1940 is greater than for 1920 and 1950. In 1920 ths range was from
0.5 to 4mA miles and in 1930 the range was from 0*5 to 3.4 miles.
Table 12
HtEQUiSCY MSTRIBUTTON OF THE MDVaiBNTS




0 - .5 6 6
.5 - .9 7 13
1,0 - 1.4 3 16
1.6 - 1.9 5 21
2.0 - 2.4 3 24
2.5 - 2.9 1 25
3.0 - 3.4 4 29
3.6 - 3.9 -
4.0 - 4.4 -
4.5 - 4.9 •






imiea Twe compare "bhe membership rolls for 1930 sad 1940 we find 115
persons irtiose names appear at both periods. Of the 115 names that
appeared at both periods 31 had moved to a different address. This is
a number greater than in 1920 and 1930. In 1920, 15 persons moved and
1930, 18 persons moved.
.Table 12 shows the ntmiber and distance of these 31 movements. Six
persons moved a distance less than 0.5 mile; seven moved from 0.5 to 0.9
mile; three moved from 1.0 to 1.4 miles; five from 1.5 to 1.9 miles;
three fi^>m 2.0 to 2.4 miles; one from 2.5 to 2.9 miles; four from 3.0 to
3.4 miles and two from 5.0 to 5.4 miles. We notice that the movements
during 1940 are more numerous than at aiqr preceding period.
These mobile members have been found moving from Aubtun to Ashby;
from Leach to Ashby; from Vine to Handolph; from Greens ferry to Nerrp-
oastle; from Houston to Irwin; from Howell to Thiiversity Place; from
Baker to Ashby; from Haygood Greensferry; flrom Johnson Avenue to Fair;
from Howell to Boulevard; from Clark to Chestnut and from Hilliard to
Mitchell.
The median distance of the movement at this period ia about 1.5
miles.
The Pattern of Movement of 1950
The pattern and rate of movement between 1940 and 1950 varied
greatly from that presented in 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940. Instead of
A-
finding the largest number in census tracts F-28 and F-29 as we have
found in other periods we find the largest number residing in census
tract F-24 which is a west side community iidiere we have 88 - or one in
every five members living. In 1910 we had one member living in
66
census tract F-E4; in 1920, none; in 1930, none; in 1940, 24 or 6,8 per
cent and in 1950, 88 or 19.2 per cent.
In 1910 ■we fotmd 163 memibers or 32.8 per cent-of the members in
tract F-28. In 1920, 50 or 23.2 per cent; 1930, 166 or 36.4 per cent;
in 1940, 48 or 13.6 per cent and in 1950 , 43, br 9.4 per cent. The 1950
membership in census tract F-28 is a decline over the number in the pre¬
ceding periods.
In 1910 we found 88 or 17.7 per cent of -the members in census tract
F-29. In 1920, 47 or 21.8 per cent; in 1930, 78 or 17.2 per cent; in
1940, 66 or 18.9 per cent and in 1950, 36 or 7.8 per cent. In census
tract F-29 as in F-28 we notice a decline in the number of members in -the
1950 pattern.
A greater number of movements are found teiking place in 1950 than
at any preceding period. In 1920, we foimd eighteen members moving from
their 1910 place of address. The 1930 records showed that fifteen persons
had moved from -their 1920 place of residence. In 1940, thirty-one members
had addresses -that differed from the address that they had in 1930. In
comparing the 1940 register wi-bh -the 1950 register wo find 167 names
listed in bo'th registers. Of -this 167 persons -thirty-eight have moved
to a different address. This is an increase of seven over the 1940 move¬
ments. The 1950 movements have not all been great distances. In a nianber
of instances -they have been short.
Table 13 gives -the number and dis-tance of each of -the movements in
1950. From Table 13 -we are able to observe -that three of the members
moved a distance less -than 0*5 mile; eleven moved a dis-tanoe of 0.5 to
0,9 mile; seven moved from 1.0 to 1.4 miles; four moved from 1.5 to 1.9
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miles; six moved from 1*0 to 1*4 miles; six moved from 2*0 to 2*4 miles;
one moved from 2.5 to 2.9 miles; two moved from 4.0 to 4.4 miles and one
from 5.0 to 5.4 miles. The median distance of the movements for this
period is about 1.5 miles.
Table 13
JRBClUENCy DISTRIBUTION OF THE MOVEMENTS
OF THIRTY-EIGHT MMBHIS OF FIRST CHDRCS
FC® 1950
Miles Frequency , Cumulative
Frequency
0 — .5 3 3
.5 - .9 11 14
1.0 - 1.4 7 21
1.5 - 1.9 4 25
2.0 - 2.4 6 31
2.5 - 2.9 1 32
3.0 - 3.4 - -
3.5 - 3.9 - -
4.0 - 4.4 2 34
4.5 - 4.9 - -
5.0 - 5.4 1 35
5.5 - 5.9 - -
Total 35
In 1950 we have found members moving from Ashby to West-end
Avenue; from Greensferiy to Chicamatiga; from Irwin to Hunter Road;
from Fair to Hunter Road; from C Street to Hunter Road; from Houston to
Booker Street; from Simpson Road to Mosley Drive; from Greensferry to
Booker Street; from Larkin Street to Burbank; from Howell to Larkin
Street; from Ashby Street to 5\aiset; from Howell to Leather's Circle;
from Greensferry to Chapel Road and Palmetto Avenue to Beckwith.
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An area rating prepared by the Department of Sociology of Atlanta
University gives insight into the characteristics of the various resi¬
dential communities in which we find the members of First Church re¬
siding. Members of First Church have residence in these various areas
to which there has been attached a value. The rating has the following
value; 1, vexTT hi^j 2, hi^; 3, above average; 4, average; 5, below
average; 6, low and 7, very low. Table 14 shows the nvuaber of members
finding residence in the various areas.
Table 14
DISTRIBUTION BY RATING OF RESIDENTIAL
AREA OF 446 MEMBERS OF
FIRST CHURCH, 1960









Twenty-six listed persons have no address given; ten live out-of-
town; wo were unable to locate the area lived in of six.
From Table 14 we observe that in 1950 one-fourth of the members
are found living in an area with a rating of one. More members live in
an area of this highest classification than in any other. The second
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largest n-umber is found in an area with a rating of five; the third
largest in an area with a rating of four and the fourth largest in ein
with a rating of six. Ten and five-tenths per cent live in an area with
a rating of two which is high. Two and nine-tenths per cent of the memr
bers are found in an area with a rating of seven which is very low.
Fewer members are found in an area with a rating of three which is above
average.
In tracing the movements from 1910 to 1950 we notice that three
families have been foxmd living at the same address in 1910, 1920, 1930,
1940 and 1950. Family number one lives in the fourth ward that was formerly
a status community in Atlanta. Family ntmiber two lives on the west side in
the vicinity of the Old Atlanta University. Family number three lives in
South Atlanta in the vicinity of Gammon Theological Seminary. One family
has moved a short distance in this forty year period. This movement has
been on the same street.
Not only has there been a general movement on the part of the members
of First Church, b\it the church parsonage has also been a part of this
movement. It was at one time in the immediate vicinity of the church. It
is now located on Angier Avenue which is a community in v^hich the members
live. It has been in this location for about twelve years.
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The Out-of-Towi Movements
For each period mder study we have noticed that there have been
some movements that have been out-of-town. In checking the 1920 register
we find eight members living at out-of-town addresses. The out-of-town
distribution is as follows: Camp McClellan, 3; Fisk Ikiiversity, Nashville,
Tennessee, 1; Decatur, Georgia, Ij Des Moines, Iowa, 1; Greenville, South
Carolina, Ij and McDonough, Georgia, 1.
In 1930 we find an out-of-town distribution of members. One member
has moved from Randolph Street to Evanston, Illinois and another member
from Greensferry Street to Des Moines, Iowa. Other out-of-tovn members
are distributed as follows: Buffalo, New York, Ij Cotton Valley, Georgia,
1; Oakland, California, 1; Memphis, Tennessee, 1; Decatur, Georgia, 1 and
Colimibia, South Carolina, 1.
We find only two out-of-tovjn movements in 1940. One member moved
from Linden Street to Detroit, Michigan and another from Auburn Avenue
to Baltimore, Maryland.
As vie trace the out-of-tovjn movements for 1950 we find that one member
has moved from Bedford Place to Yfashington, D. C, and another from Bedford
Place to the United States Army. One person moved from Parson Street to
Africa; one from Piedmont to Montgomery, Alabama and two from Randolph
Street to Tuskegee, Alabama. The following are also found at out-of-town
addresses; one, Monticello, Georgia; one, Birmingham, Alabaria; one,
Waynesboro, Georgia and one, Decatur, Georgia.
CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY ANC CONCLUSIONS
This study of the membership of First Church, a high status church in
the Atlanta comnrunity has focused on the residential distribution and
mobility of the membership over the period 1910-1950. This has been ac¬
complished by using five ten-year interval samplings of the membership
roll.
An important characteristic of this church is that it is a high
status church that is apparently marooned in a lov^ status neighborhoodj
it dravra a large proportion of its members from more distant and higher
status commmities.
The data show that the church lias had an important influence in the
Atlanta community. From the beginning it has been a central place in the
Negro oommxmity for educational, fraternal, civic, and community gatherings.
In studying the membership of this church we have so\Jght to describe
(l) the changes in the spatial distribution of the members (S) the types of
residential movement and (s) the extent of the movements over a fifty-year
period.
The basic assumption mderlying the study v/as that the spatial redistri¬
bution of the members of this church reflects the growth and expansion of the
Negro community with its consequent increase in occupational differentiation
and pressure for new and better location. Among the hypotheses guiding the
collection of data were these: (l) the percentage of members living in the
immediate vicinity of First Church has consistently declined in keeping with
the changing social and economic characteristics of the area; (2) current
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membership of First Church is dispersed over a significantly wider area
than the earlier membership; and (s) a significant proportion of the
membership of First Church lives in residential districts that are rated
high by objective indices and community consensus. The data give positive
support for all of these propositions. Specific findings and some of their
implications may nov; be summarized.
Over a period of fifty years the residential center of the membership
of First Church has shifted from an area within a fev/ blocks of the church
v/estwardly. This v/estward movement of the church population has coincided
v/ith changes in the Atlanta community and within the Negro sub-community.
As the central business district has expanded, residential areas near the
church have been blighted. As occupational differentiation and economic
advance have progressed in the Negro coirammity there has occurred signifi¬
cant expansion and mobility. It appears that many of the leaders in this
differentiation and community expansion have been members of First Church
and their associates. Our tables and charts show that a rapid residential
dispersion began around 1940 and has continued over the last ten or twelve
years. One result of this movement has been that a significantly large
proportion of the membership now resides in the relatively nev/ westside
communities which are ranked among those most desirable for Negro occu¬
pancy.
Concrete indications of the dispersion are seen in the fact that the
two census tracts in the immediate vicinity of the church contained more
than fifty per cent of the membership in 1910, 1920, and 1930. Today
less than one in five of the members live in these two tracts; and the
tract with the greatest concentration of members is now tract F-24, in
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which approximately twenty per cent of the members live. In 1910 members
were dispersed over twenty-nine tracts. In 1950 they were dispersed
over thirty-seven tracts.
Another indication of the characteristics of the residential communi¬
ties in which we find the members of First Church residing is obtained
when residences are classified by the rating of residential areas. Using
an area rating prepared by the Department of Sociology of Atlanta
University we found that over twenty-five per cent of the members lived in
areas with a rating of one, very high; and over ten per cent lived in
areas with a rating of two, high. This finding takes on added signifi¬
cance when it is compared with the findings v^ith respect to the membership
of another Atlanta church, the Ebenezer Baptist Church. Edward Arthur
Balridge in a study "Some Factors Related to Membership and Participation
1 .
in an Urban Protestant Church” found only six per cent of the Ebenezer
Baptist Church's 1950 membership lived in areas rated one; and one per cent
lived in areas rated two. Nearly tv/o out of three members of this church
(Ebenezer) lived in areas rated six and seven, low and very low.
In the effort to obtain some measure of the rate of movement addresses
were compared for successive ten year periods. Those that were members in
1910 v/ere compared with those that v/ere members in 1920; those in 1920
with those of 1930; those of 1930 vj-ith those of 1940 and those of 1940
with those of 1950. In these respective periods names and addresses were
1
A laanuscript to be presented in partial completion for the M. A. Degree
in the Department of Sociology, Atlanta University.
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checked in order to list those who had moved. The data indicate that the
movements in the earlier periods vrere relatively ferrer and shorter. How¬
ever, the data with respect to distances moved do not show the striking
differences between earlier and late periods that residential distribution
figures shov/.
Our findings provide the piot^^^e of an old prestige-laden church—
7fith a large proportion of its members differentiated socially and eco¬
nomically from the mass of the ITegro population—which is stranded.
The continuation of the church at its present pltysical location is probably
a reflection in part of sentiment and inertia and the fact that distance
is not too important a deterrent because of the automobile. There is
increasing awareness on the part of the officers and members of the
church of the disparity betvreen ecological site and location and the resi¬
dence and social statvis of members. It appears inevitable that this
church will move; there are few indications of plans to change functions
and characteristics to conform to the needs and characteristics of the imr*
mediate area and its population.
Our findings are in general agreement v^ith the already cited findings
1
of students of the chtirch and urban institutions such as H. Paul Douglass,
2 3 4
Wilson and Kolb, Hughes and Gist and Halbert.
The comparison of our findings with respect to First Chxzroh, an old
and high status church with the findings of Balridge with respect to
Ebenezer Baptist Church is sxjggestive that further studies of the charac¬










clearly differences in types and differences in patterns of meriibership
participation and support ~ plus some indication of the historical,
cultural, ecological and social psychological factors operative.
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